IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the title to the read as follows: - IMPROVEMENT FOR HARVESTING 
MACHINE ASSEMBLY 

Please amend the paragraph on page 1, beginning at line 10 and ending on page 2, line 
2, as follows: 

Modem combines are complex and costly machines which are capable of 
harvesting a wide variety of crops. By attaching different heads at the front of the 
combine, it can harvest corn, grains, beans and many other similar crops. During harvest 
season the combines are heavily used, often operating day and night. This continuous 
operation over rough fields causes wear on parts thus reducing the required clearance 
between parts which was built into the design of the machine. In addition, when the 
combine is fully loaded with the crop, the weight of the crop can cause distortion of some 
structural parts and again will reduce the clearance between adjacent parts. If the 
clearance is reduced to zero, the adjacent parts come into contact with each other and 
such contact can cause severe damage to the machine and delay harvesting of crops 
beyond their optimum ripeness. Damage is especially bad when the contact is between a 
moving part and a stationary part. For example, the shoe of most combines oscillates in a 
fore and aft direction in order to shake the material on the sieves mounted in the shoe and 
separate the crop from the chaff., chaff. In this condition, the hammering of interfering parts 
due to this oscillation not only damages the interfering parts but also damages internal parts 
of the machine which are fastened to the moving part., chaff. 

Please amend the paragraph on page 2, beginning at line 4, as follows: 

Thus it can be seen that maintaining clearance between operating parts is essential 
to the profitable operation of a modem combine. It is necessary to have at hand a system 
for maintaining this clearance as the machine ages or when factory built-in clearances are 
inadequate initially or change due to wear and tear common in machines used in this 
environment. In addition, when the clearances between parts is inadequate or adversely 
changed during operation of the machine, the air flow through the machine is affected. Modem 
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combines require a specified flow of air through the machine in order to properly separate the 
crop from the vines or stalks to which they are attached when th e ar e thev are harvested. If the 
gaps between adjacent parts becomes too wide, large amounts of air are lost through the gap 
and chaff and even crop particles are exhausted through the gaps— gaps. This can cause a 
buildup of chaff on working parts of the combine as well as the loss of crops because tailings 
which are exhausted through the gap cannot be recycled through the sieve system resulting in 
further crop loss. Thus it becomes evident that proper clearance between adjacent parts of a 
combine must be maintained while at the same time the air flow through the machine be kept at 
recommended vo l um e s volumes. 

Please amend the paragraph on page 4, beginning on line 15 and ending on page 5, 
line 9, as follows: 

Referring now to Figure 1, there is shown a partial elevation view of the portion of the 
rear of the combine assembled according to the prior art. Only one side of the machine is 
illustrated, however it is intended that this description apply to both sides in the same manner. 
The housing 2 contains the shoe of the combine and is at the rear portion of the machine. The 
outer cover 3 has been cut away for clarity. The rear axle housing 4 is assembled to the rear of 
the sho e hous i ng 2 housing 1 and is attached to the frame 5 at mounting bracket 12 on the 
frame 5 and bracket 10 on the axle housing. These brackets are typically made of angle iron 
and have matching holes. The two brackets are secured together by a series of bolts 14 and 
nuts 16. The axle housing terminates in a box structure 6 which carries the rear axle (not 
shown.) and the rear wheels 8 attached to the rear axle. Typically, the rear axle is the steering 
axle of the combine to improve maneuverability, The space 18 between the shoe housing and 
the axle housing is small or, in some cases nonexistent and with wear on certain parts or 
attaching means as well as distortion of the housings under a full crop load, this space can be 
substantially reduced and may even become zero resulting in interference between the 
oscillating shoe housing 2 and the axle hous i ng 4 . housing 4. When interference occurs, the 
destructive impact forces can damage internal working parts of the combines crop cleaning 
system. 

Please amend the paragraph on page 6, beginning on line 1, as follows: 

In Figure 3 there is shown the completed assembly of the spacers in place between the 
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brackets 10 and 12. It is to be understood that the installation shown in Figure 3 is repeated on 
the other side of the combine in the same manner. In this r i gur e 3 Figure 3 there is also shown 
the second part of the invention the flap member 24 and its attaching piece 26. The assembly 
of this flap within circle A of Figure 3 is shown in an enlarged detail in Figure 4. 

Please amend the paragraph on page 6, beginning on line 7, as follows: 

In Figure 4a, there is shown the flexible flap 24 which extends into the gap 18 to control 
air loss between the shoe housing 2 and the axle housing 4. This flap is typically rubber or 
similar flexible material approximately 1/8 inch thick which can withstand the rough environment 
in this location during combine operation. Figure 4b illustrates the flap end extended past the 
width of the shoe housing and wrapped around the side of the shoe housing to further control 
the air loss from the shoe. This flap 24 is shown in detail in Figure 5b. The flap is attached to 
the underside of the shoe housing 2 by means of the attaching piece 26 shown in detail in 
f i gur e 5a . Figure 5a. As shown in Figures 5a and 5b, the attaching piece 26 is provided with 
a series of holes 32 which match the holes 34 provided in the flap. As shown in Hgure 4, 
Figure 4a, the flap flap 24 is placed against a stiffener piece 7 on the lower surface of the shoe 
housing 2 and runs substantially along the width of the housing 2 and extend around the side of 
the shoe housing a short d i stanc e ., distance. The flap 24 is attached to the shoe housing 2 by 
means of attaching piece 26 and self tapping screws 30 inserted in the holes 32 of the 
attaching piece 26 and the holes of the flap 34. The attaching piece 26 is typically made of 1/8 
inch steel and would be approximately 1 inch wide and 60 inches long. The flap 24 will be 
about 9 inches wide and also 66 inches long to provide a 3 inch wrap around at each encb end. 
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